Port Stephens

Yacht Club

The Bi Ige October 2020

All winter there was little wind. Now look at one of our crazy starts!!

Commodore

Under Covid19 Restrictions the Club has been going well and despite the easing of restriction for outdoor
activities the same restrictions still apply to indoor activities

Carl Webster from Australian Sailing will be at the Club at 6pm on Thursda@étther to talk about Sail
Pass and Rule 4@letails are on the Web site.

The AGM for PSYC will be on Friday 6th November 2020 at Bptails will be on the Web site soon
regarding nominations. Nomination forms will be on the Bar and Nominations cio26tb October 2020.

So anyone interested in becoming a Board Member please nominate soon.

A youth membership has been created for full time Student only between 18 and 25 years old, the annual
Fee been $100.

The Club is in the process of upgrading themputer system with the purchase of a new computer and
upgrading our IT capability.

We are still in negotiations with Council re our Lease for the Club House

Stay safe John Townsend



Vice Commodore

As we sail into the Sprirggason, the return of warmer weather, the more predictable North Easterly
breezes are a welcome change from the drifters or howling Westerlies. This has seen some really
energetic sailing with the Sprints and then the Commodores Trophy races in idikaes. We saw a

real live man over board practice with Tim Peachy going overboard during a spinnaker drop on Una Vita
during the Sprints Regatta. Very fortunately a safe recovery by Smoke and Mirrors meant all was ok and
no injury, just some embarrasgent and a great story. This does serve as reminder on the sense in
wearing of buoyancy vests in more testing conditions, particularly in deck roles.

In the face of our Covid restrictions, after some procrastination, we held a truncated annual Presentati
Event with most prizes awarded on the evening and will be finalised on each following opportunity to
recognise the achievements of members over the2D9Season. The full list of results will be posted on
the website once all are awarded. Of notengeatulations to Dave Rundle and Chris Bebb on their Club
Champion achievements, and to the many volunteers that enable our club to race.

Once again, great to see good numbers of boats out on the water, Daylight Savings kicking in and our firs
Friday eveing Twilight race on 9 Oct.

See you out on the waterRick Pacey

PRESENTATION NIGHT

Commd&R 2 NS Q& |
Club person of the yearchris Bebb
Bar Person of the Yeabebbie Simm

Encouragement Awarepeta oliver

Starters

All were recognisedncluding Heather Atkins, Judilante, Doug Curtis, Jim Quinn and Anike Hurtel.

Club Champions

Division1c Smoke and Mirrors Division 2¢ Jia
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refit, new carbon mast and flashlack sails, but her days (well, maybe one afternoomaoiing glory were well past,
I no longer needed 4 berths or a gall&fy eyes had started to wander.

A couple of years ago, with the prospect of less time at work and more time
for sailing beckomg, | started to think about a replacement boat. | wanted

to experience dinghyype thrills again, but within the limitations of ageing
knees and reflexes. | also wanted a boat | could sail shagided or with
minimum crew, and she had to be simpigged and trailable. She also
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~ from foilers to twintrapeze minisportsboats and sleek, narrow -30oters.

: G S = | kept ®ming back to a little 1-8ooter designed and built by Seascape
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was also being built in the same factory complex as my Elan had been built, so | knew the quality would be up there
too. A sealed carbon mast which floats, no spreaders, carbon boom and retractable spinnaker pole, with
asymmetrical kite stowed in an edteck launcher, twin rudders, and a fairly deep, ballasted centreboard which
retracts flush under a wide, uncluttered selifaining cockpit. Plus 2 berths, so she really was a yacht. But, all of this
could just be hype, whout actually feeling the merchandise. In my seirfing | had come across Stickl Sportcamp in
Malcesine on Lake Garda, near Milan in northern Italy. Lake Garda has an awesome and deserved reputatlon asa
sailing Mecca, while Stickl Sportcamp is a Gernoarsailing school
which covers many classes and styles of boats, from kitesurfing to foi
cats, but also including the Seascape 18. So | convinced my schooldg
sailing mate and we signed up for a wdekg coaching course in sailing
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towering mountains and spectacular scenery, watching it snowing up
high while we blasted around the lake with our coach shouting into oufF=ss
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Then, while still in Malcesine, we heard that Seascape had been bought by the Beneteau group, and the boat was
now to be known as the Beneteau First 18, part of the range which also inclugegkland 27#footers from the

former Seascape stable. Sowmon my return | could put in an order for the boat through Flagstaff Marine, the
Beneteau brokers, to be literally the first First 18 into Australia, and begin the long wait for construction in Slovenia
and then shipping to Sydney. The big day camelefkire last New Year. It was nergacking watching a forklift

pulling my precious treasa out of the container with nlimeters to spare, but all went okay, and a couple of days
later we had the test sail on Pittwater. It was howling, and | checked®eie cast off as to who actually owned the
boat at that moment. With two skiff sailors from the brokerage onboard, no quarter was given, the kite went up and
we flew. Capsized twice, lay quietly on her side then popped up as soon as the sheets werdaseg, Qi S @Sy
our feet wet.
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Our Club - HOW IT ALL BEGAN

Most Yacht Clubs have started with a love affair with yachts, our Club started with a love affair in a yacht!
The year was 1972.

Past Commodore Lindsay Clelanttitme the story, and the connection with the memorabilia donated by
our Club this year to the Marine Rescue Museum at Nelson Head.

Lindsay relates that Gordon Burgess took his new bride June on their honey moon to the Central Coast
NSW and Chartered théo®p yacht Morning Light. So enchanted was Gordon or shall we say smitten, that
he returned to purchase the yacht and sail it to Port Stephens.

There, the young couple joined Ernie Bolton who owned the Gaff Rigger, Rebel and Max andrgavzan B
from ontheir yacht Naara Jubilee sloop with an added cabin. It was later purchased by Lindsay Cleland.

The three yachts gathered in Fame Cove for relaxation and a few drinkies. Presumably those were halcyt
days with few other yachts around and soon with tiedp of a few tipples the idea of forming the (then)
Soldiers Point Yacht Club was born.

At the 20th Anniversary of our Club, Gordon Burgess presented his antique sextant and the Compass
Binnacle used on Morning Light to Lindsay Cleland: the @@nmodore.

After the Covid 19 Virus Cleap this year, the artefacts were presented to the Marine Rescue to place in
their museum at the inner light house. A presentation ceremony at the Inner Lighthouse was attended by
our Commodore and Rear Commodore.

Framed photos of Rebel and Naare on the wall in the club near the billiard table. The photos show that
in those days, boats were slipped attbreek at the end of Fame Cove

Ed.

Vagaries of Wednesdays

The Wednesday afternoon sail on the 30th was extraordinary. All yachts started into a strengthening tide
and lessening wind. The Division Two yachts set out around the corner to find all the division one yachts
out wide and stuck stationary in the currenAs the wind dropped further some started to drift backwards.
InDivisionone{ KSQa ¢KS hyS gl a S@Syidz t td¥ision two, KyNGur pmo Y
only three boats, Gift Horse, Two Way Street and RhDabcer, had made it to the first mark

(Salamander) and decided to continue the race.

Honest John Humphreys in Two Way Street, disqualified himself missing the sundown by only 90 second:
and Geoff Hall in Rhumb Dancer finished in the dark with the @fithes onboard Seeingye Dog; leaving
Gift Horse the only finisher!



Starters Caravan

Hey, what a wonderful job Heather Atkins and her tedichduring our reent Sprints program There were
strong winds and boats going everywhehering the four raes and one Man Overboard Incident.

Registering the entrants and crew numbers, operating the
~ radios, receiving and sending clear messages, setting the
. course flags and sound signalEhen sanding by with the

~ recall flags or pdponement flags. Allone to the second.

| Then finishing times and recordimmping off each yachtAll
this together with the safety radio calls and monitoring calls
» throughout the race to keep usafe.

And you thought it was scones and cream and a grandstand
view of thefinishing line!

RT STEPHENS
YACHT CLUB &

Judy PlanteJenny Frosand Heather Atkins Steve Plante was flag mshal.



Friends against the gale!'By Peter Synes

As was reported in the August edition of the Bilge, 15th August 20210 will be long remembered by those
who sailed! Here is our story in the Etchell named Friends.

Checking BOM that morning, there wasteong wind warning for Hunter Coastaldtérs with Mdeye
showing 2025 knots for Port Stephens. Friends needed three ermmbersand the decision was made

to recruit a third at the clu thank-you John Humphreys! We decided to give it a crack. This was the
penultimate race in the winter point score sesiand only two points separated Exalte and Friends for first
and second place.

There are no instruments dfriends, so wind strength is gauged by fe@hce we were on the water, we
thought that there might be closer to 280 knots, however decided to $adust getting the sails ypas a
struggle and gave us some indication of what was to come.

Tenboatsloggedon the water, but only fivenanaged to start Exalte looked in control with a tiny
(storm?) headsail and a double reefed mairfhe other threg/achtswere reefed and going well.

hy CN&A Sy Ra Sfortaratelyl had thé hedids Hedd3ail hanked phew! Prestartmanoeuvers
saw us bury the port gunwale and ship a couple of hundred litres of wateis was going to be a long,
and wet, afernoon!

The work to Garden Island was wet and the westerly wind was strengthening, matitaming tide

creating a meteor more of chopg did | already say it was wetBy this stage we probably had 300 litres of
water in the boat which made helming clalgingg Dinga did a great job, thanks mate. Attempts to pump
the water out proved fruitless with the bilge pump sucking air, very strange. (On inspection back in the
marina, we found that the floor had cut through the hose.)
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implemented this strategy; still very challenging trytogease sheetfrom close hauled to 3/4 running.

Dinga was having lots of trouble helming as the water was moving freely around the boat and he compare
ittotryingtowalkonice2 S RAR GNEB (2 380S 2y0Ss 2y GKS NYzy
vang $rop. This was an exciting few minutes with the boom now pointing to the heavens while | created a
temporary strop.
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started. That poor little 3.6hp marged 1 knot and got us homeElusive stod off to windward

Lessons learnt from this included ensuring that you know where all you gear is, including where spare rop
and fittings are, correct sail selection for the conditions, a well maintained boatiébae of the flexible

bilge hose has now been rectified with a solid fitting at the floor) and an experienced €ewhat note, |

want to give a big hand to John and Dingais was the first time that John sailed on an Etchell and he
looked aftertt5 KSIF RalAf > Y2ad AYLERZNIFYyd Fa G4KS YIFEAY RA
with the bottom of the boat filled with water, especially downwind, was very challengifegsurvived
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Club Merchandise

Purchases available at the bar in cash only

Old Club Shirts Sell Off

Last Navy Blue Striped Shirt
Size 12

White Shirta

New Club Polos $30 with Black Trim

Sizes Available
10
12
14
16

Old Shirts
$20 each
Last Hat

$10

PSYC Burgee $20

PSYC Stickers also available for $2 ea.

Chilli. Up close and dangerous!!



SadzZNRI @8a (62 wl OS /1 2YY2F

Photos by Stuar Manley taken from Laurie Hughie Q  NXzy | 6 2 dzii @




